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Hon6rable Richard A. Gephardt
House of Representatives
1432 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Gephardt:

RECEIVED
DOCl<ETRlE~Ypw

FEOEIW.CCAlMUIOTI<WSCOAIMSSK*
(fACE a:THE SECRETARY

THE .SECRI1'!RY =- ROOX ~

.... ' IN REPLY REFER TO:

7330-7/l700A3.

This is in reply to your letter of February 19, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 12-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' con~erns into account when we develop final rulesintop r i v a t e

l a n dm o b i l er a d i os e r v i c e sw i l l
c o n t i n u et od e t e r i o r a t et o t h ep o i n to fe n d a n g e r i n gp u b l i cs a f e t ya n dt h e
n a t i o n a leconomy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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Mr. _ Ralph A. Haller ,'. '
Chi~fiPrivate Radio Bureau
'Federal' Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear M-r. Haller,

I would like to express my concern over P.R. Dbcket 92-235,
the FCC's proposal to re-assign radio frequencies in the 72/76 MHz
band.

A number of my constituents have expressed serious concerns
about this plan. As you know, while the change in frequencies may
benefit land mobile radio users, it would interfere with the
ability of hobbyists to safely operate their radio controlled (RIC)
airplanes.

This sport, enjoyed by thousands, contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.
Its enthusiasts belong to RiC clubs and participate in organized
events and contests allover the country. Often, these hobbyists
have invested substantial amounts of money in their equipment.

Any actions which could affect the safety and feasibility of
this sport should only be taken after very careful consideration.
I am forwarding copies of the many letters I have received to your
office. I understand that radio frequency bands 'are a limited
resource and that this is a complex situation. I urge you, however,
to give full and fair consideration to the important interests of
RiC enthusiasts before reaching any final decisions.

Yours very truly,

~~
Richard A. Gephardt
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The Honorable Richard A: Gepha~dt
1432 Longworth Office Building
Washington, D.C. '20515

Reference: FCC Proposed Ruie
PR Docket 92-235

Dear Congressman Gephardt:

I have been' building and flying model airplanes for 38 years and flying radio controlled model airplanes
for more than 20 of those years. I have been an active member in two local clubs for the same 20 +
years and derive may satisfying hours of enjoyment from the construction and flying of these
sophisticated models.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 -76 MHz band, This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart
from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other.

The FCC is proposing to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting the existing bands into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will
move closer to frequencies with probable interference to radio control operations. I am informed that
of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

We modeler's have gone to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Most of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination, monitoring,
and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed
by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and our present margin of safety will be
greatly diminished.

Please' understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weight as much as
25 to 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are
capable of causing serious injury, property damage or even death if radio interference causes the
operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where
hundreds of operators and spectators are present. We need to use our full complement of radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment,
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The Honorable Richard A. Gephardt ..
FCC Proposed Rule
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~ I-do ~~t ·beli.eve it is in'th~~bestlntenJst 'oftl,e .0v~r~1I pu.blic. for the. FCC .to:seek to imp~ov~·the·. .. .' .
.::. operating.condition. of land."obile radio tisets af,the'e~ense of;th'. radio,cOntr~·mOdei8rs~·,..The FCC'·· ;.: '

niiw·. not·believe'· We .are :as iniPortant as business'~sR of ';adios,' but' we. h~ve .a 'considerClbie'time, :. ,,:
enjoyment, and irivestments in our mOdeis' and radio' equipment. This hobby provides countless hours
of" effort to thousands of people, young and old, like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of an individuals skills, concentration and confidence.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of'this hobby by Aot allowing the FCC'to carry'9ut Its·
.. proposal for the 72-76 ivIHz:band. ..' '.' . . .. . .... . . .

{rJ'rJW!"o:.:::::;; ,
DJP:mco

cc: The Honorable John C. Danforth
497 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Christopher S. Bond
283 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

FCC
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